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{ondefnin a Sin, th lies lurking 


in the hearts of moſt who not, which 
hath not a ſecond like ic, either co hinder the Sleſ< 
ſings, or draw down the Curſe! and Fudgements of 
God upon the Nation. And y=t men are ſo farre; 
frog thinking it a S/», that vor a few eſteem it*. 
a Yirtne, 4 
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 -Þnly, ina Serious, P; by, and Pathetical 7 
Epiſtle; which proving fi Icacious, is again Re»? 
viſed, Inlarged, and Pwlithed for the g00d" of 3 

others 3 * As being appliale tro Millions — 
us, | 
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P, reparation; 70 Conver fron; 70n; or. 
 Cordial Connſel, &c. 


Mach Reſpeiied, k © 
2>&£ F you ask why I cake this pains £ Turnt& 
 Lev.ig.17. Heb.3.13, and you have therf 
S {both my anſwer and warrant; for 1 dat .= | 
2 but ſupply with my Pen,whac I was boung Fi : 
to perform with my Tongue, If for "+ 
Prefident ? Take that of Photian; who. when a friend, 
of his would have caſt himſelf away, ſuffered him not,” 
| ſaying, 1 was made thy Friend 19 this purpoſe, And he 
' that /oves nor ſuch a Friend, hates himſelf. If why. J 
. have been ſtent ſo long ? Theſe are the only reaſons 3; [ 
Want of courage, fear to diſpleaſe; and leſt you ſhould ®? 
7 thigck me to have had more Zeal then Wit, and-more. 51 
Religion then Diſcretiow: A cale roo common z 9.9 
- Makes me fear, that what our Sawvioar lays Mar, 8. 3873 
\, Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me,ec,will prove a dread-W 
| full rext toa great many : For whoalmoſt does nog*?/| 
" makeavery 74ol of Diſcretion, and more fear the cer w 
ſures of wer then the diſpleaſure of God ? Men owe Gaal)! © 
fome good will, bur ( like thoſe Rulers, Foh. 12, 4a. i] 
they dare not hew i ir. They would pleaſe him Jer fo aF*!, 1 
they might not diſpleaſe others, nor themſelves : N e } 
confadering, that he who bears with his Frienas vice © 
makes them his ows. ; 
_ Now | in weaſe you ſhall boiths thoſe Grew 
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dvidence and free grace of God, who will ſhew mercy 
whom he will ſhew mercy, Exod. 33.19. Rom. 9. 15+ 
That little which Creſws learnt of Solon, ſaved his life: 
Ind had Plate taken that fair warning his wife gave 
im, ic might have ſaved his ſoul. Nor am I withour 
Hope to prevail wich ſome of you, fince Nathan wrought 
more upon David by one private particular Admoniti- 
*60, then all the ZeFures of the Law could doe for three 
quarters of a year together. However it were happy for 
"millions, were they ſo plainly dealt withall, 

*- Wherefore be'perſwaded to hearken a while um me, 
5 you would have Chrift another day hearken unto yow, 
Which that you may do, I will even refer the point 
to your (elves ro: determine. | As let-me propound | your 
"Caſe in the perſon of another,as the diſguiſed Prophet dealt 
{with 4hab, 1 King.20.4.39, to 4;. Or as Chriſt dealt 


*20. The caſeis this, 

| - 24. Godin great love ſent Sampſon to deliver the me 
© of Fudch from the {laviſh thraldom of their enemies ; 
= bur they in requital bind him (in whom all theirhope of 
Edeliverance lay ) and deliver him up to thoſe enemies 


and ſtill wake ſaves of them. Judg. 15. Again ater this, 
od ſent unto their ſucceſſours the Fews, his onely Son; 
to the end he might heal their diſeaſes, Feed their: 
pales, inlighten their mindes, and ſave their ſouls: 
Ind they in requital of all, hate, revile, ſcourge and 
ucifie him; though in killing hi, they did their 
moſt ro ſþ/it or fnk the only ſhip that could ſgve them, 
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Yreceive more good by it then you deſire,admire the 


with the Prieſts, Scribes and Elders, Luke 20, v.1,to 


ct Pe them under , to the 'end they mighr ſlay bims, | 
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 know'you will anſwer-me, - You cannot tell; as : 


prize their own,as Fulian obſerves. 


c- . 


3 with Ged; goodneſs for the wiforyz as Abſoelom Birovy? 
._ With David, whether the father ſhould be more y 
"tothe ſon, or the ſo» more unkind to the father. ©® 


>" | Þioc $+< 7 PH 
7ere- re they! more < wicked, or witlef, or ingrateful # 


Prieſts,” Scribes and Elders did ozr Sawiour, W hen Þ | 
conſcience of their own guilcineſs had ſtopr tk 

mouths, Luke 20.1, to8. Orif you do make 2 ſatis 
ing anſwer, it ſhall be like David's anſwer to Xathay? 
parable,wherein he pronounced ſentence of death 47 41inf 
himſelf, 2 Sam, 12, 1,to 8. Forir is your very cale 4; 
if you had bur eyes, or the wit to ſee ic, I mean a i 
you, - who any way miſuſe or are ingratetul to you! i 
Miniffers; whom God out of his infinite love hath ſer &} 
co be- your Deliverers from the grievous livery ang]: 
thraldom you are in, under Sin, Satan and Hell, I know: 
you think your ſelves wiſe men and Chriftians good | 
enowgh: yea, what but your high thoughts an4 goog | 
opinion of your ſelves, hath brought you to becor ; 
ſeorners of your Teachers and inſtrute:s, and more 9 i 

their godly inſtruition? As proud men are wont te 
admire their own actions, but to abate the value and? 
derogate from the eſteem of others , every whit as! 
baſely to vilifie other mens doings, 3s they over- highly &: 


Bur confider it rightly, and rt alone (could you, 
be taxed with nothing 641 164) not only thews you tt 
be fooliſh and frantick,but ſo ingrateful and wicked withs! 
al, as if your wickedneſs and nochaokfabn did fri, 


As what can you alleadge for your ſelves, or agali 
your Paſtors ? Are they any other to you, then rh 
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woe uſes Ty he => wp not feel the 4 7  briwfton 
thich followed?Gen,19.Or then the Angel was to Peter, 
hat opened the iron gates, looſed his bands, brought him 
ke of priſon, and delivered him from the thr aldom of bis 
wmemics? Aﬀts 12, 

3 + 34. Whar wrong do they do you? they beg and 
dig, they dig and beg, as that good Yine dreſſer did, 
whole Hatiock kept off the Maſters Axe, Lake 13. 8. 
'9. They beat their brains, they ſpend their ſpirits, Ponre 
'ont their prayers, plot and contrive all they can to ſave 
'y ur precio ſouls, ( were you bur willing to be ſaved: ) 
They bring you the glad ridings of ſalvation; would 
| Furniſh and endow you with the ſpiricual, invaluable, 


and laſting riches of grace and zlory: They are content 
'to waſte themſelves ( like a caxale ) that they may give 
»Hght unto, and bring others ro Heaven, 1 Cor, 9. 19. 
2 Cor.12.15. And do you,in ſtead of honouring ,reſpett- 
{#ng and rewarding them, hate, traduce, and perſecute 
"them? This is nor for want of ignorance: For you 
ſhew juſt 3s muchreaſonin ir, as if choſe blind, deaf,dif- 
F eaſed, poſſeſſed diſtraficd or dead perſons ( poken ot in the 
Goſpel, ſhould have railed upon ozr Savioar for offering 
Fe cnre, reſtore, diſpoſſeſs, recover and raiſe them again. 
And had not they great reaſon ſotodo ? For ſhame 
think upon it : For did you know and rightly confider 
hat you cannot be »#e7:ſh:d unto eternal lite, but by 
he 31i{k of the Word; you would rather with your bs- 
ez might be without ſouls, then your Churches with- 
but Preachers: You would nor, like ſo many Mwles, 
”e p their ilk, and ther kick them with your beels, 

Buc this moſt pla:nly ſhews, char you are ſo far from 
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ſowing the neceſſity and worth of the word of life, that 
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_ ontoſay, How beantifnl are the feet of them that preach | | 
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their duty, to communicate unto them inall their goods, © \| 
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' Luther, ( ſpeaking of the Primitive 1imes and of 
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lictle carefor them,as-you know them, Otherwife;how ©; 
could yan make ſach a mighty difference between your © 

bodiez and fouls? As had any of you but 4legor aw? 
arm putrified and corrupt, you would even give money 
and think your ſelves behold}ng too, to have them cat i 
off  becaule it is the only way and means to preſerve the 5 
whole body, And if ſo, what love and thanks can be too } 
much, that isexpreſt co them, who would ( would we [4 
give them leave) pluck our ſouls out of Satans clutches and 7} 
bring us to life eternal « Nor can he ever be thankful to / 

God, who is not thankful to the inſtrument or means by! | 
whom God does, or wenld do him good. Yea more, That |* 
man (I dare boldly aftirm ) cannot poſſibly have any in |? 
rereſt in Chriſts blood, who is not forced with admirati- |; 


the Goſpel of peace, bring glad tidings of zoodthings andl | 
publiſh ſalvation | Roms. 10. 15. Iſa. 52. 7. But to prove * 
and cleer this, ſee both Examples, and Teſtimontes. 

4 $. Firſt, Examples. The 6Galatiays are tid to have 
received them as Angels of God, yea even as Chrift Fe- 
ſus; and that to pleaſure them, they wonld if it had 
been poſſible, have pluck'd ont their own eyes, and have | 
2tven the ſame anto them, Gal.4.14,15. and thought it ©; 


Gal.6.6, And likewiſe the Romans, Rem 15.37. Yea, ij 
by the Apoſtles teſtimony, we that are converted da t J 
owe even our own ſelves unto our. ſpiritual Paftors, Phih/F2 


19. and the like of other Churches: Tafomach rhat'\, 7 


Chriſtians in general ) ſays that ſo ſoon as rhe Goſpel® 
took root in mens hearts, the glad ridings of (ſalvarions 
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1, thar in compariſon 
| As 2.44,45. & 4.34, 
= 35. do ſufficiently confirm the ſame. And indeed, who 
| ever knew what Converſion and Regeneration was ; who 
bath taſted of the powers of the world ts come, and enjoyed 
| vhe joy of the Holy Ghoſt,and that peace of conſcience which | 
7 paſſeth all under#axding ? but would rather have their 
* Goates want food, and the Firmament want light, then 
- that their ſous ſhould want that /rght and ſpiritual food 
of the Goſpel, by which they are nouriſhed and do live ? 
| For, far better be ##bory, then wntanzht, as Alexander a 
| meer Heathen could (ay, | 
That this is the owe onely thing neceſſary, and which 
Believers prize above all, you may (ee by whac holy Da- 
wid (ays of it, Pſ.27.4. & 84.71,t0 11, & 119.103. One 
thing have I defired,c6. 0h how ſweet is thy word unto me, 
&c- As turn but tothe places, and fee how he expreſ- 
ſeth himſelf; For I may bur couch upon things. And 
- the like of wiſe Solomon,Prov.8. 10, True, to you that 
are ſtrangers to,and utrerly anacquainted with theſe ſoul- 
raviſhing enjoyments, thele things will appear impoſſi- | 
” ble; as thel:ke did tro Nicodemmw touching regeneratl. | 
| on, Foh.3.4. And to that multitude of Fews rouching | 
' Stephens viſion, when he told them how he ſaw the hea- 
Vens opened, and Feſus ftanding at the right hand of God | 
| #nglory: Which they were ſofar from believing, rhar 
ir made therr hearts braſt tor madneſs, ro gnaſh their 
| $eeth, Cop their ears, caſt him out of the city, and flone bim | 
[Jo death, Ads 7.54,t0 60, They could not poſſibly | 
believe, chac be fhould ſee what was hid to every one of | 
 $bems, But this I can aſſure you, (even you my triends) 
= beyondall exceptions; Thar it ever the mack of prejs- 
8 dice 
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dict betaken from before your fight, or if your eyes (hal 

| be opened before you drop into Hell, you will have orher | 
thoughts of theſe things, and ſo of the Publiſhers of 
them and be clean of another mind ; yea, you will laath 
what you now love, and love what you now loath, yea,l * 
dare refer my ſelf in this caſe ro the very damned in hell 
For what elſe made Dzves, being in thoſe rorments, dee * 
fire Abraham, that ene might be ſent unto bus brethrew | 
from the dead to give them warning, and to acquaint} 
chem with his ſucceſs. but the alteracion of his judg-" 
ment ? And you know how that reprobare Balaam 7 
wiſh'd to die the death of the righteous ; though for the } 

_ preſent he preferred and loved riches and honor before *? 
- | and above by ſoxl. Bur, | 
p 5 9. Secondly, lee precepts and teflimmonies to confirm / 
, | it. Are wenot commanded by the Holy Ghoſt to have | 
them in ſingular love. and count them worthy of double ho- | 

| wor for their works ſake! 1 Theſ,5,13.1 Tim.5,17. Yea, } 
: | the Apoſtles words are not only, Let them that labour 1 * 
the word and dottrine be accounted worthy of double bonor ; © 
but he adds, He who preacheth the Goſpel, ſhould live of 
the Goſpel, 1 Cor.g.7, to 15, ſaying allo, Let him that us 
taught in the Word, communicate ants him that teacheth,in | 
all hs goods, Gal.6.6. Yea, if any man (ſaith he)- does ;; 
not Communicate, and communicate inall his goods, || 
God is not mocked, v.7. Soilt falls, and I tear it falls prawy|/2 
07 many amongſt us. Again ſays the ſame Apoſtle, 7f we 7 
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i have ſown unto you ſpirituall things, ts it a great thing if - 

| mwereap your carnal things * 1 Cor-9.11, Do ye not know, (| 
| 3#hat they which miniſter about holy things, live of the 
things of the temple ? aud they which wait atihe Altar,are | 
Partakers with the Altar, 8c. v. 13, 14. Agaio, does; 


—_— 


2 
. L 
# 'F 


RE. 2 


228% 4 
T5 OS WE 
"SES 


It, Pp 3. 8 


2 a 2 "F*..* p ” 
b " / 7 RY "=D moth, by 6 tn, Ry, + es” guy PL _—_ 3% PR IT. Ft ks 4 a wt Y 
£ ” Y ” Pet oo LEED LS FR. ''X- Ie Wh” St 5 OY oF en 
, : o [403 . "\... aff Sa » £4 og F try & PHY a L » bY * "oe 
3 , _ CEA s . » Fe "- ; > £ p _ SE Y is s) 
a 2 F * 5 - : & » SY f T ; #, > 
4 Bt 4 


' he not ſay, that our debt and duty ( he ter 
> wolence) to our ſpiritaal Paſtors is ſuch,” as that we owe 
| unto them even our own ſelves, Phil. 1g. with a great deal 


| which is New Teſtament too, it obſtinacie would-permir 
: men to take notice of it, 

Thus you fee how you ought ro efteem and reward 
your Miz:iſters ; and how Beliewers do, ani have dove, 
' Whereas you, (as if you were Antipathites to all wiſ- 
| dom and goodneſs) hate, revile, Night, rob and perſe- 
| cute them. Are you not athamed of irY does it not 
make you tremble © yea, 1s it not enough to make you 
{ deſpair of ever finding mercy at the Throne of Grace, or 
| of having C4ri## your Redeemer and Advocate * to 
| whom, and for whoſe ſake you doir, as I ſhall ſudden- 
" ly ſhew, 


| Word of Ged, and your ewn hearts; as every Natural 
* man is as great a ſtranger to his own heart, as Hazael 
| was, who could not be perſwaded by the Prophet that 
| he ſhoald commirc ſach abominable wickedneſs, as a 
| while after it fell out ; ) That you neither hate, nor perſe- 
* cate any oe of them. To which I anſwer: What then 
\ makes you ſo ſpiteful, in [pitting out your ſpleen againſt 


y 


| ſcof fing at them where ever you come, and in all compa- 
nies? what makes you pick ſo many holes in their 
"coats, find fo many taults with chem, raiſe fo many 
| objections (if not lies) againſt chem ; that nothing they 
"either do, or deliver, can pleaſe you 2 As how many of 
; your 
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© more of the like, that he may meet with mens- carnal 
” reaſonings 1n this caſe, which are not a few. 1Cor.g. All 


But you will ſay (for want of acquaintance with the 


them, when you bur hear a Miniſter mentioned £ 
© What makes you (o frequent in f/ghting, ſcorniny, and 


by Pm 279 Pug 


- "__. ch ” _ 
. = a £ 5 _— £ \ by L * .Þ$ 7 : 
$4 4; ein, of 3 "I IA en - 2 Fo 7 bs 9%" wn AOL 0G 

£3 _- F wh ES + > ad - FR 5 Ix OY, I Bs ve + 7 pe $ Wn OWE © #05, CEE 
wa " - 4-2; ol” A ads Abs bb oo a3. \ x] — ue * . "6 By  __-_ »«20;> ai : L i 4, - "_ 
8 TASS O70 bo he A OE es als Do WIA. a RR © 2 "oe F773 yo A '; 08 
$ \ Bu. + ls ane 4 6 WEE z W ts en. nd] « : = bat | 

; ». es . CR 1 : X - * , . _ ae 

= "a Ye”. ” , =S a LL 3 F- 25 4 b .aC 
LT {8 . BiOEE S 47 a = GW b, » # 

©." Te . & ". 3 . 
- . 


your cavils and exceptions conld I reckon up, thar | * 
have beard from your own months, 1t I would foul pa -} 
per with' them © Yea, Icould give you a large Lift of ** 
| inſtances, and in your own expreſſions : Bur they ate 
fo trivial, barbarons and baſe, tha TI am aſhamed to nc- 
minate them ; and wo /eſs unwilling, leſt 1 ſhould arm 
other mad men with your weapons. 

There was-never any(no not Chriſt himſelf)ro whom 
ſome Belialifts took nor acceptions ; becauſe zhey are 4s 
deeply in love with wice, as others are with virtue, Ard 
whom all men commend, you have ſome 7herſites will 
take occaſion to blaſt : though perhaps in his preſence - 
| they are as apt to fawn and crouch ; As I have known | | 

ſome that meeting with their M:7ifter have falured hin f 

wich agreat deal of ſeeming reſpe&t and complement; *\ 
bur ſo ſoon as his back hath been turned, they have carf# 
and ſcoft at him ; which kind of men may fitly be re- 
ſembled ro ſome cowardly Cur, that meeting: with 
the skiz of a Zion, will moſt valiancly crample upon it, 
| yeatear it all in pieces; and yer if this Cur ſhould be 
! ſertoa Lion it ſelf, che very ſight would make him 
| tremble, and run away in a panick fear. 
| Nowdo bur lay afide diſhmulation, and ſpeak the 

naked truth z and then ſay, whether all this proceeds : 
Fnot from az heart full fraught with enmity and malice. | ; 
againſt the Miniffry, even for the very graces of Gods 
8 /pirit that ſhines in them 2 As it fared with that Comncil 
1 of Priefts, Scribes and Elders touching Stewen, AdFs 6, 
| 15. 8 7.54 Do bur examine your Conſciences well, 
and you will not deny it. = 
6 <$. Again, what makes you that are ſo civil in} 
other caſes, ſo #ncivil, as not to afford them of all other 
| | men 7 
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men the common Title of { Ma#er {ch an one) which 

you will not deny coa very Cobler Can you tell mes 
No, Idarechallenge che ſtrongeſt brain'd Achitephel, 
or the moſt fluent Tertul#5 amongft you, to yielda | y 
wiſe reaſon thereof; except that which God hath ſet] e1 
down, Gen.3.15. 7 wil! pat enmity between the ſeed of the | w 
ſerpent and the ſeed of the woman. p 

Bur further co convince you,anſwer me another que- | 5j 
ſhon: What inakes you to detain their dues from them, 
and not pay them a penny except you be forced to it 2 
Or if you do for your peace or credit ſake, any thing is 
thought too much tor your Miniſter 5 and what you part 
with,is drawa from you as ſo much blood from the heart. 
And thea alſo you will baſely aſperſe him; ar leaſt you 
will alledge one thing or other co ſave your purſes ; as 
| Hehad noc my voice or conſeat when he was choſen 
or, I hear ar other Churches, and come not at him; or,. 
T like nor his preaching, or che like: As any thing ſhall 
ſerve, ro [ave your filver, and to foreſtall you with pre- 
Judice,and make you reſolve againſt your own Conver- 
fion: For what is this, bur to pick fraws, as it were, to | 
| put ont your own eyes withall ? ; 

Yea, many there be, that will pretend conſcience (tor- | 
ſooth) that they may rob their Miniſter ;, and alleadge, 
That he hath taken Degrees, is Ordained, He is a Black- | 
”. Coat: Or rather, which is the ſame inefte&, He is a 
* Conſciencious Paſtor, or Shepherd of Chris ſendlng, 
and z0t an Intrader, 

Bur leſt what hath been ſaid ſhould nor prove ſuff- 
cient; how baſely will you calumniate him that but 
". takes his Dues, eſpecially of a poor body 2 Miniſters, 
more then all che world beſides, muſt take 4 WOW 
for 
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| for «ſhilling. And not he alone ſhall ſuffer, but all theſe 


Church-men (fay you) are fo covetous, that they ne- - 
yer think they have enongh ; when they have ſcarce 
enough to. fill the bellies of their own families. All 
which not only argues you as brainlefs as beaſts, bur 
proves you to be as full of the ſerpents enmity, as the egge 


} of a Cockatrice is full of poyſon. 


T bus every, or axy thing ſhall ſerve their turns, that 
ſtudy quarrels - Even as a crooked ſtick (hall ſerve to beat 
« dog, when 3 ftraizht one cannot be found, 

Now lay all together, and tell me whether this ar- 
eues not hatred? it not, what can 2 For love (as the As 
poſtle witneflſeth) ſuffereth long, it s kinde, charitable, 
envVieth not, doth not behave it ſelf nnſeemly, ſecketh not 
her own, i not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoyceth 


ot in tniquity, beareth all things, endureth all things, 


1.Cor.13. Yea,love is ſo far from finding faults wheres 
are none,that(as wiſe Solomon hath it) it covereth or paſſes * 


| overall ſins,and will not ſee them, Prov.10.12. So thar if 


you loved the Miniſters, as you will pretend:you doy I 


| you would deal by the, as the people did by: Hlyſſes 3 
| whom they ſo applauded for the acuteneſs of an znge- 


7u043 minde,' that they ſpared to object unto him his 


I bodily deformities ; or if any one did ſhew the leaſt ma-, 


lignity towards him, that perſon was branded for a 
notorious wicked man, as Homer relates, And to ſpeak 


) rightly, we need ſay no more of a man, then He is. 


an Enemy to his faithful Pa#or; that is enough tro | Þ 
brand him, Nor can there be a greater argument of 2} 
his being of the brood of Cain, Haman, Eliab, Michol, Deg, 
Shimei, Abab, Rabſhekah, Tobiah, Sanballat, Paſhar, Ze» 
dekjah, Elimas , Herodias, and their fellows , __ E- 
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- the hatred ef good Miniſters. For ſuch men would 
do che ſame to Chrift himſelf, were he their Miniſter, 
Z 7 $. But perbaps this is not your caſe, Suppoſe it 
be not; yer what I have betore convicted you of, is 
ſufficient ro prove you a Sonldter belonging to that great 
Red Dragon, that fichteth againſt Michael and his An- 
gels, Rev. 12. Who, when his hands are bound, Caff- 
&th 4 _ of repreaches out of his month azainſs the 
Church, and the remnant of her ſeed which keep the cam- 
mandments of God, and have the teflimony of Feſus 
Chrift, v.15,16,17. Bur you are not at all verſed in 
Scriptare; therefore we'il come to reaſon, and therein 
anſwer me a few queſtions. CI p 
Do yoa do by che Miniſters as you ought, or as.you 
would be done by « Wouid you, when:you have di(- 
| Charged your duty and eonſciewce to the .utmoſt of your 
| exdeauonr, have ill corfruttions made of yaur beſt att- 


ceive them as an Angel of God, yea as Chriſt Feſus ? Is 


# be willing to pluck out your own eyes, and togive 
© them if nced were, as God commands, and as the God- 
ly have acen willing to do ? I think nor. 


Þ (during the time of this your prejudice) chink all bur 
F, little or nothing. Bur if the Word of God be conſulted 
- with, it will be found perſecstion in the higheſt degree: 


Sons andintentions ? be rewarded with the greateſt ewzl, | 
| for the greateſt good; and the greateſt hatred , forthe | 
moſt ſuperlative love? (For, love to theſenl, is the very | 
' ſoul of love. ) Is this an evidence that you have them # 
in finguiar reſpect for their works ſake ? Is this tore- | 


this romake them partakers of all your goods, and to F 


Indeed, if you may be your own Judges, you will | 


| 4 Like that of Ahab and Feſabel co Elites ;.:0r.that © _ 
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red and Herodias to Fobn Baptiſt , or that of the Fews, | 
Scribes and Phariſees againft our Saviour : Por they did 
but expreſs their utmoſt ſpight ro Gods Meſſengers that | 
came to ſaye them; and ſo do you: And thisis a ſure ' 
rule: He that now under the Goſpel ſhews a ſpightfal 
3nd a malicious mind to a god)y zealous Miniſter ; if 
he had lived in C4rifts days, he would have been ready 
to have driven the firſt za:/ into his body, and rather 
have been for Barrabas then Feſus. And God meaſures 
what we do, by what we would 4s, whether in good or 
evil. Thoughts and defires, in Gods account, are good 
and evil works: Neither does he puniſh or reward any 
thing but #he Wll. 

. Again, whereas you think not Toxzue taunts to be 
perſecution, you ſhall one day (if you go on) hear ir pre- 
nounced ſo, in your Brll of indittment. 1ſhmael did 
but flout 1ſaac, yet S. Paul ſaith he perſecuted him, Gal, 
4-29. God calls the (Corning of his ſervants by no bet- 
ter a name then perſecution. Chew did bur ſcoff at Noah, 
yer that ſcoff brought his fathers curſe,8 Gods upon that. 
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| Even the ſerpents hiffing betrays his malice. Thoſe two and 
forty Little children ( though bur children) were deveu- - 


red of wila bears, for only ſcoffing at the Prophets bald 
head, 2 King.2,24, A {mai matter,if Senſaaliſts may be 


| Judge. But whatever you conceive of ir, ler all, even 


heart and tongue perſecution be as far from my ſoul, as my 


ſonal frem hell, For aſſuredly,Ged will one day laugh you 
| 10 ſcorn, for laughing hi to ſcorn z and at laſt deſpiſe you, 


that have deſpiſed him in his Ambafadors. 
8 9. Again, you think icnothing, or no great mat». 
ter to detain the Minifters maintenance. But look nar« 


rowly into ir, and you ſhall find it to be theft, ſacriledge, ; 


murs _ 
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* For you z0b the Miniſter of what is as due to him, as any 
. landof inhericance 1s to the owner. You yob God of his - 
* Tythes, offerings, 5, which he accounts moſt abomina- 
ble; as you may gather from the many complaints and 
threatnings which Ged throughout all the old Teſt awent 
utrers couching ir. For which ſee only Mal.3. $,9,10, 
11. &1.7,8,13,14. Haz, 1 & 2 chap, Hereby you make 
your ſelves guilty of mwader - Firſt of murdering your 
Paſtors body and whole. Family z tar if all ſhould be of 
your mindes, they ſhould ſtarve. Secondly of your own 
and all the peoples ſonls, 25 much as in you lies: For 
how ſhould your Pa#or feed your ſouls, if you feed not 
 h&@ bodys how ſhould the lamp burn, if you take away 
the holy oz that ſhould maintain ir 2 and in caſe it bury 
ner, there will be but a darke houſe, Men would have 
' fre kept in the ſanituary, but allow no fewel; they would } 
” have the /awp barn bat without oil, But how do they | 
| ſerve Chriſt and themſelves, in ſo ſerving their Miniſters? | 
 Torake away the Provante from the Army,is to betray it | 
tothe Enemy. 
 -And indeed, if you might have your wills, or if | 
# others were of your mind and temper, there ſhould be 
no Preachingat all, no ſouls ſaved, allgoto hell. For, 4 
 toexpet that Miniſters ſhould preach without Mainte- 
| maxce, yea good Maintenance (for tofarniſh themſelves 
with Books only, will coſt more then a litcle) is asif 
you ſhould [bat 4 bird into a cage, give ber no meat, and: | 
yet bid her fing, It amazes me to think how wnreaſe- 


| upon their very Hatr in a woneth, or upon the ſmeak of 


God 


rr ,yea ſoul murder, and that in the higheſt degree : | 
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mable and baſe: moſt men be : They will beſtow more | 


«8 NIN the. * 
< - YE I 2  TID wn 
SY VEIL I On 8 
g * . e 2H ; # "IF 
SAN CRIES +. 2 EY 
- 6 \ * 5a A, In 4 


lanes... 4 A 4 
Sh aa d%a Ba hn OA cat &o A Dc, @%, and wa... ik... 


taken. 


a needleſs 71diav wanton Weed ina week, then ypon- |. * 


x 8 * ul  *F AE 2s ts $9" ” 5 .E, = # fl «SPY 3 SN ww $4 wks "= [ y ck” 26.e./ 35 = s- 3 - "x - WY pl - 5 % # x bs q; 
W5Y \ ES 4d by et eh hes q 6. , : p - IX, . b 
- "I Det a _F : . &.3 
> »Y * >AEG Os iO >. . ” , 1 4 4 . . i F y i 
N x > ES \ % 3 ® by : 
s £5 * » vw _ _— a. 
3 1 SS 4p MB 4.44 4 'y ' - 


7 
- + 


4 


. 
. LA. | . 
. 


Ged and their ſouls in 2 whole year. And were it not moſt * 
juſt with God to take away our faithful Miniffars from | 


4 | us, when we foill intreat chem, and fo '\unworthily re- ? 
" | ward them? yea, ſince we love darkneſs mgre then light , + 
' may not Godjuſtly leave as in the dark ? and bring upon 

. | us «famine of preaching, who would bring a famine wp- | 
| on the preachers, by purloining the maintenance of his 

* | Miniſters fir is bot juſt with: God to take away the : 
: | lamp from that Nation, which hath taken away the» 
> | Soly oj{ chat ſhould mainrair; ic. Burr 1s a true obſerva- 
' | _ tion, Sacrileage is the greate#? thefr, yet of it men * 
| | make rheleaft conſcience. 5" 


\ . Buclaſtly, You make your ſelves not only guilty of * 
perſecution, theft, Sacriledge, of murdering bodies and * 
' ſouls, of provoking God to ſend a famine of his Word, and | 
.the like, but yoa become by ir guilty of high treaſon | 
againſt God, in thus ufing his Ambaſſadors, and againſt 
Chriſt and all b@ members, For beſides that allthe dil- 
graces and wrongs thar are done to Chriſts Miniſters, 
redound to him ; and he that traduceth , or any way } 
| wrongs a Miniſter for the diſcharge of hits place, his 
| envy ſtrikes ar the 2eze of God in him, as a world of 
places prove:So the very root or ſpring of thi their fpight | 
and enmity againft che MiziFry, is an inbred , exmity [ 

J andhatred azainſt God himſelf; As when Satan (leiv © 
| Fobs ſons and ſervants, his malice was againſt Fob; Or * 
as when Sanl darted a ſpear at Fonathmm, his ſpight was : 
againſt David, bo "BY 
And accordingly, God takes what is done to his meſ- | 
 ſengers, as done'to himſelf; as in thac caſe of Dawid © 
ſending his Ambaſſadors co' the ' King of Ammey, | 

| 2 Sam 10.6,7: They have not caſt thee away, ſays God tn» 2 
Hi WoL" Saviueh,” 
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8” 16 Preparation to Converſion ; "<0 
if Samuel, but. they have caſt me away, tha 1 ſhould noth®" 
| reign over them, 1 Sam.8,7. You are gathered tozethirſp'« 
| againſt the Lord; and what is Aaron, that ye murmure" 
| againſt him? Numb.46.11. and the like, Exod.16.9,8.Þ%: 
| Take 1016, Fob.:5.23,24. Foh.9.7. Hethat deſpiſethp® 


4, WEYS4I Aa”.  Y&\ FAT 

| gon deſpiſethme, 1 Sam.i7 45. 1/4.35.23. Saul, -Sanl,Þ*® 
| why perſecuteſtthiume? Adits 9.4, Rev.16 9.11. Pſal,* 
| 89.23: IE LE ."- 
| 92,9. Which being ſo, how does ir behove,you ro ſv 
| look to yourſelves, and bewail chis fin, - this horrible D 
'| and deſperate ſin ! was their ever any that was ſhow 
i againſt the Lord and proſpered, as Fob (peaks, Fob 9.4% 
| - Whea the Pitcher contends with the Rock, LA: 4 tt 
| theſire, itis eaſtero judge who will come by the worlt. JEc 
And. certainly, if moſt men wete ior both b{5zd and” 
mad,.they would more reſpeR.the Miniſtry : -Far if I]! 
" underſtand any thing,of the Word of God, or know what Þ 
refified reaſon is, there is not a fin jn the Nation thatTof 7 
' binaers the bleffings or. pulls down the judgments of God 3 
. upon. us, as does this very fin. . And yet it is not more} N 


: 


| repentance , kick. no. more againſt the pricks ;' Riff ain 
* your [elves from theſe men and let them clene, Tae 
| found.cven fighter; azarnft God, Atts 5.38,39, Nor 
E | will 1 


% 
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| bill it ever repent you if you come in heayen, chat yau 
Fi re ſtopt in this your way to deſtruction, Yea, let 
ur he. conſideration of what you have already done, 
,.$ make you ſink down with ſhime, ans tremble. tor 
ethÞfoniſhment ro think, riac norwithſt anding you hays 
anl een ſo many years in arms agaivſt your Maker ang re- 
[al Idremer, and moſt ſpightfully and malic's ully Periecus 
. Jredhis Ambaſſadors that came to reſcue ' uu fromthe 
to ſobtilty an9 ſlavery of Satan, that bloody dryonring 
wel Drazon,and vowed enemy of. al mankind: yet God tath 
wr[not raken the ac vantage of caſting you into Hell, byr 
4.fot bis never enough admired mercy hath ſpared you to 
hi ths hour ! whereas he might moſt jaftly have prevent- 
ed all, in ſending you body and /oul into everlaſting for - 
Id ments, when you were but a ſpan long. For know this, 
If that we need no more t*5 condemn us, then what we 
itrf brought into che world with us, Yea, we were condem- 
of ned, fo foon as conceived: And that you and Þ are nor 
4| ar this preſent frying in Hel!- flames, never to be freed, 
ef noreaſon can be alleadged, bur 0 the depth ! wherefare 
- | take heed in time, and as you tender the good of yaug 
e | own fouls, defernota mi nute; but ſtudy and beſkir * 
r | your ſelves bow you may make your peace with Geog, _ 
Yeadoit while the yeraiag bowels, the bleeding wonuds, 
and compaſſionate arms ot Feſwus "Chriff lie open tore- 
. | ceive you ; whiles ye have health, aud life, and zequs, 
© and ?7ze rorepent, 2nd make your peace with God. AS 
you tender, I iay, the everlaſting happineſs and wel> 
fare of your almoſt loſt and drowned ſouls : As you £x- 
pe& or hope for grace, or mercy, for je and comfarts ; 
j for heaven and ſalvation, tor endieis blif and giwy 3k | 
thelaſt: fs you would eſcape the direfwd wrath off. Gags | 


B 2 
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the bitter doom &ſentence of Chriſt,the never dying fling 
and worms of conſcience, the tormenting and ſoul- ſcorching 
flames of Hell, and everlaſting ſeparation from Godsfj , 
bliſsful preſence, abjure and utterly renounce this ac-f Ic 
curſed fin. Oh ger an intereſt in Chriff ! For till we be-fj ;, 
come members of his myſtical body by regeneration and 
a lively faith ; we (even the beſt of us) are as Trattors 
condemned to ſuffer erernal torments in hell fire, being 
only reprieved tor a time. O bleſs God all the days you 
live, yea to eternity, that the gate of wercy yer ſands 
open | 

| 10. But witha), take hold of the opportunity be- 
fore the Draw- bridge be raken up, left you never have 
the like again, Do not dally with God and your own 
fouls ; tor itthis warning be ſlighted, never look for 
| thelike: For warning (ſuch a warning )nor caken, is | 

| a certain preſage of deſtruction, Pro.29.1, & 1.24.25, 
' 26, The ſons of Eli would not bearken unto, nor ebey the | 
woice of their father : why ? becauſe (Gaith the Texc) |} 
the Lord was determined to deſtroy them, 1 Sam 2.25. 1\ 
#now, ſaich the Prophet to Am1ziah, the Lord hath de - / 
termined to deftiroy thee, becauſe thou baf done this, and | 
haſt not obeyed my counſel, 2 Chros.25.16,20. Whereas | 
contrarily the Ninewites by hearkning to Fonab; and | 
thoſe very - 2»urtherers of the Lord of life, by lyſtening Y | 
to Peter were converted and ſaved, Ads 2.36,37. | FE 

O take heed of preferring your own carnal reaſon be- 3 , 
fore the written word of God: And thar what is ſpo- | | 
ken of Babel, may nor be verifled in you; We would | 
' Dave curcd him, but he would not be cured: leſt you } | 
| be givenupto deftruition, as ſhe was, What ſays our | _ 
| Saviow? This is the condemnation ( none like this ek 
| icht 
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light is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs ra- 
ther then light; becanſe their deeds were evil, Foh.3.19, 
20, Indeed,. if you will rather believe Satay, or his 
ſolicitor the Fleſh, or be led by the perſwaftons of your 
own flattering heart, which 1s decertfull above all things, 
and moſt deſperately. evil, Fer.17.9, No marvel you 
75] ſhould be deaf to all hach been (aid, as chinking your 
Sf ſelves already good enough, and then farewell all hope - 
uf of being better. For the opinion of mens being -wiſe, 
sf and good enough, is the ſole and onely cauſe of their _ 
| beingnowiſer, nor better, Yea, thereforeare millions 
"| Chriſtians in name onely, becauſe they think themſelves 
ef Chriſtiens indeed, And who is therein all this Nation, 
7 that chinks not himſelf a Chriſi/az 7 though they are 
r 


able to yield no reaſon except this ; They are neither 

Turks nor Fews,nor(which is worſe then either, as they 
>| ſuppoſe) Roundheads, A ſtrong argument, I promiſe 
' | you, able to move the gentleſt ſpleen alive to laughrer! * 
| for che Dewilcan make as good a conf:fhon of his faich 
as this, Yer all the reaſonings of Carnal men are thus 
weighty : As let me give you a tew inſtances, 

116, They will lay, they love and fear God as 
they ought: when what he commands, they do the *' 
contrary; are flint unto God, wax to Satan ; have their 
ears alwaies open to the Tempter,ſhat to their Maker and * 
Redeemer , when they are Traitors to him, and take up + 
arms azainft him, A good fign they ſerve God and } 
Chriſt, when Satan, the World and the Fleſh- have * 
more command of them: When they are ſo far from 2 
loving and ſerving him, that they hate choſe that doit, ? 
and that for their ſo doing ; And from fearing him, .: 
that they more fear the worlds ſcorns, then hi wer 5h 4 
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They will in like manner pretend they love Chrif that 


{o! 


dyed for them, when they hate all that reſemble him in (Q 


holine(s. They are Chriſtians in name, when they will 
ſcoff ar a Chriitian indeed, and are exemies tothe croſs of 


Chriſt: Love a form of godline(s, but hare the power 0, 
it, I hcy will do what God forbids, yer confidently hope 
ro eſcape what he threatens: will do the Devils works, 
yet look for Chrifts wages : Expedt that Heaves ſhould 
meet them at their laſt hour, when all their lite long 
chey have gilloped in the bearcn road towards Hell 
Expect to have Chriſt their Redeemer and Advocate, 


when their conſciences re!l rhem char they ſeldom re- 


member him bur to blaſbheme him; and more often 
naine him in their 64/55 and curſes then in their prayers : 
w1l; perſecute honeſt and orthedox Chriſtians, and ſay 
they mean bale and difſerbling Hypocrites; think they 
ao God good ſervice, in kill:ng his ſervants, Foh.1T6.2.4s 
Paul coucining Steven, 3nd tne Fews touching Chrift : 
Bo3ſt of 4 ſtrong f:th, and yet tall ſhort of the Dewils 
in believing, Fam.2.19, Theſe are ſome of their ſy{o- 

iſms or arguings : I cou'd even tire your ears with the 
like, Bart what doting, blackiſh and brain-ſick 
Beglam- Poſs::0ps are theies Could rational men ever 
argue 1n this manner, hac not the 384 of this world 


blinced their eyes, that the lighz of the Goſpel of Feſus * 


Chriſt fhauld not ſhine uato thews, 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. 2 T hell. 
249,10. Dis not their deceittul hearcs damnably delude 
them, as 1n that cafe of Leah, Gen.30.18. and of Saxl, 


the places, for they are rare to this purpoſe, If chis be 
rezton..1t 15 Reaſon frizhied ont of its wit;: Yer this is eve= 


wikul finners caſe, yea of every untegenerate man in 
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will ll have them maintain with incredible 3 impu- 
0 dence, ".ccompanied with :nviacible 7 7Tworance; That if - 
3 mn make (cruple of ſinall matters, or of thoſe fins 
0: finful cuſtoms which they allow of, and wiil not dg | 
as they do, Thar he is over- preciſe : Though they 
may 3s ſoan find Parz4iſe in He!!, as any Text in i the BZ. 
ng ble chat mikes for looſatſs, or againſt circumſpetF wal- 
i | king. Yea who would dream chat fo groſs blockiſhnels 
ſhould find harbor in any reaſonable ſon), as to think 
| rhatGedſhouldlitea min the worſe for his being the bet- 
ter, orfor having a teader conſcience; or look for leſs 
fear, reverence, 2nd obedience fiom his ſervants, then | 
we do from onr farvants. And yer the fame men will } 


4 grant, thata ſervant c3g never be roo punctual i in his 
- | obedience to his maſters lawful commands. Bur you 
| ſeethereaſnn; Natural mea are blind to ſpiritual obs | 


j:&s. As che Avoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor.1,18,20. & 2.14 | 
and ſo.no more fit to jadge of them, then blind men 
7 are fic ro judge of colours, And hence it 1s, that they 
5 have thebaſef thouzhts of the beſt men, making {ll con- 
| FftiraFionsof whatſoever they ſpeak Or «0: as he Scribes | 
and Phariſees dealt by our Saviour, Uncil we are born | 
again, we are like Nicodemus, who knew not what ic. 
was to be born again, Fohs 3.4. Until we become zet-3 
lous our ſelves, we are like Feſt, who thought zeal} 
madneſs, AZs 26. 24. Until we be humble our ſelvesg 
we are like Michal, who mocked David for his humility, 
. and thowzht him 4 fool for dancing before the Ark, 2 Sam. 
6.16. For, to carnal minded men, all Relirton ſermp 
fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor.1.18. Ic faring berween cue Senſua 
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FSS . Preparation to Converſion ; | 
and Spiritual, as it does between Touthand Age: For 
- as Young men think 01d mento be fools, but-old men} wh 
know the Towng tobe fools ; ſo Worldlings think the] wh 
Religions fools, but the Religious know them to be] Bl: 
fools, becauſe chey have had the experience of both || or 
conditions ; as the o/4 have been young, but the other || .tÞ 
are utterly unacquainted with what they ſee and know, | W 
Befides, the one make the Word their rule in every | IC 
thing; for they live; and believe, and hear, and invs- | N 
cate, and hope, and fear, and love, and worfoip Godin | TI 
ſuch manner as his Word preſcribes: Theother do all | 5 
as the fleſh leads them, and according tothe cuſtoms and | 1 
rudiments of the world. 
[3 F. Nowlay all rogether,: and you will thigk it | * 
no whit ſtrange, chac nocwirhſtanding their condition | 
| is ſo miſerable, they ſhould yer be ſo jocund, confi. 
+ dentand ſecure, that they ſhould neither be lenſible of 
_eheir preſent condition, nor afraid of future judgmear, 
Securicy makes worldlings merry; and therefore are 
_ they ſecure ad merry,becauſe they are 12norant, A Dance 
(we know) ſeldom makes doubts ; yea, a Fool ( ſays S9- 
| lomon ) boaſteth and & confident, Pro.14.16. Ignorance 
IS avellorcurtain ro hide away cheir ſias, Oar know- 
| ledge, ſaich one of the Learned, doth bur ſhew us our 
| #2porarice. And Wiſdem { ſays another )is but one of | 
| Mans greateſt miſeries, unlc(s it be as well able to con- 
| quer, as to diſcern, The nexc thing from being free 
from miſeries, is, not ro be ſenfible of them. Fraſmms 
” could ſpie our a great priviledg in a blockiſh condition ; 
| Foojs ( faith he ) being free from ambition, envy, ſhame 
| and fear, arc ncicher troubled in conſcience , nor mace- 
rated with cares. And Beaſts, 'we ſee, arenot _ 
I | 0 
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| of their deeds, Where is no reaſon at all, thereis oſin;, 
{ where no uſe of reaſon, no apprehenſion of fin; and ! 
where no apprehenſion of fin, there can beno ſhame, * 
2 | Blind men zever blaſh, neither are Worldlings aſhamed, | 
or afraid of any thing ; becauſe for want of bringing 
their lives tothe rule of Gods word, they perceive not 


| to the Rule, may eaſily appe:r fraight, when yer it is 
not, Whereas every {mall fin, tc 2 holy and regene- 


_ they repent chem of their fins, and that they beljewe it 
Ebriſt; they dream they have true grace, that they fear 


"= 


when they do well, when ill. The 7:mber not brought | 


rate man that weigheth his fin by the ballance of the. 
Sannary, 15 very grievous, and d:ſturbeth his con- | 
ſcience exceeding]y. 

Befades, the Regererate know, that the very end for. 
which they were created and redeemed, was, that they: 
might honeur, love and ſerve their Creator &F Redtemer.. 
They remember alſo, thar they bound themſelves byz 
vow and promile #» their baptiſm {o to do. Whereas 
theſe brainleſs and bruitiſh men #ever once confoder what: 
they came into the world for. nor what will become of thems 
when they depart hence: Oaly their care is, that rhey may. 
eat, drink, play, ſleep and be merry: Whereupon they: 
ſpend their days in wirth, and ſuddenly they go down int 
bell, as Fob ſpeaks, Fob 21.13. For, like men ſleeping 
in a boat, (hey are carried down the ſlream of this World 
until they arrive at their Graves exd Death ; without 
once waking to bethink rhemſeives whether they are gox 
ing, tO Heawvenor Hell, "2 

I granr, char 1n their /ozg fle-p they have many pleas 
fant dreams. As for inſtance : They ſlumber and ſuppoſ 
themſelves gaod Chriſtians, true Proteſtants ; they dream 
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24 Prepard{1on to Corverſons © 
; and /ove, and ſerve God 35 they 092ht ;. chey dream they | 
| ſbal go to Heaven and be ſaved: Bur the crath is af 
| their Relzgion 1s but a artayp, and (0 is their «fur ance.of | 
AI ſolvation. They have Regereratien 2p Cconceit, Repen- zo 
tance and Rig teonſnefs in conceit; they ſerve God well 
in conceir, and they (hall go zo Heaven only in conceit, 
or in adream; and never awak?. uacil they feel them- 
{elves in « bed of unquenchable flames, Neither did pure 
] > naked Suppoſals; ever bring any man to-grerpal 
life. 
je 3 $. Waich being fo, and char wich che greaceſt 
| part of the World: How does it concern every gne of 
you to tryand examine your ſelves, wherher ir fares 
\ not ſo wich you; ant co miſtruſt the worſt of your 
* ſelves, as 3ll wiſe and ſound hearted Chriftians qo ; as 
| you may {ee by che Apoſtics, Matth 46,12. evenevery 
© of chem wis j-alous ot himfſcit, and ex1iniaed his own 
| hearr, chough bur one of chem was guilty of thar' foal 
| fin which C4ri/{ ſpake of, 
| Now it you wou'd examzre your ſeives but by thoſe 
marks | have already given you, you may eaſily fee 
{whecher you are che men gazity of whar I havelaid ro 
our charge. It you would be further informed, ack 
| your ſelves only theſe three queſtions. Whether you are 
of that ſmall number , whem Chriſt hath Choſen out of the 
"world ? Whether you are regenerate ? whether you have 
' true and ſaving faith? Por otherwiſe all your hopes and 
L perſwaſions are but v4in preſamptions and deluſions, 
| Firſt, Are you of char ſmall number 7 For, the grea- 
teſt number, whether of en, or great men, or great 
Scholars, go the broad wiy to deſtruction; and but s few 
of either, tbe narrow way which leadeth unto life z, as 
© .- appears 
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| appears by many cleer teftimavies and examples for 1 
7 | which ſee thoſe known places, Mat.7.13;14. 1 Foh. 
5.19. Rev.20.8. Chrifts flock, that believe the Goſpel, 
are but «l:ttle flock, Luke 12.32. and but few in vaum- 
ber, Iſa.10.22. & 53.1, Rom,g.37. & 10.16, Rev.3.4, 
2 Cor. 4. 4. Matth.,8.34, & 27.22, At 28.23, Rev, | 
13.16, 
| Yea, of all the CCLXXXVIII (ſeveral Opinions 
which P/:lsſephers held touching the Chief good; never 
any was fo mad, as to think the way to atrain to it, 
was by doing as the moſt do, Yea, they all concla- } 
ded, that Number was the beſt note of the worſt way. | 
And we even lee by expcrience, that the baſeſt things 
are ever weft plentifull. And therefore it amazes me: 
to think, how men ſhould be (o blockith as they are! 
in this particular: For it you maikir, moſt men walk: 
in the broad way, and yet every man thinks to enter ui 
at the ftrait gate : which could never be, it they wers' 
not fools, or frenzie, Again take notice, that many! 
ſeckers fall ſhort of heaven, Luk.13.24, Do youſtnve? 
The Righteous fhall ſcarcely be ſaved , whas then ſhall be=} 
come of the unrighteous? 1 Pet.q. 18. | 
14 &. Secondly, Are you regenerate and born 
anew ? For Chriſts words to Nicodemus (a knowing, 
hoxeſt, moral man ) are expreis, yea and he bindes us! 
with an oath: Yerily, verily I ſay unts-you, except ye be. 
born again ye can in no wile exter into the kingdom of heas! 
Ven. 1 
Now if you be regenerate, it will appear by this 
Regeneration or new birth, is a creation of new qualities 
$n the ſoul, 2s being by nature only evil-diſpoled. Ig 

- Wl thac are born anew is a change, both in the judgment 
fron 
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26 — Preparalion ts Converſion ; 


- this change wrought in you ? For without it there is no 
onng tO heaven, no being ſaved, Then — _ 
Thirdly, Have you a urue and lively fairh in Feſws 
Chri#: For there is no coming to Chriſt bur 
* by faith, Heb 11.6. 5&y faith we receive the forgiveneſs 
| of our fins, Luk.7.45.50. By faith we are juſtified, 
' Rom.3.26,28,35, Gal.3.8, By faith through grace we 
| are ſaved, Eph.2.8,9, Luke 18.42, Byfaiththroagh 
| the power of God we are kept and preſerved ts ſalvation, 
1 Pet.1.,5, Nothing bur faith can aſſure ms of Gods fa- 
| vow, Eccleſ.9.1,2,3, By faith we obtain whatſoever we 
| ak, Mat.21.22, By faithwe are bleſſed, Gal.3 14. By 
| fazth we know God, 1 Fohg.7. Pſal.g.10, Without 
farth we caunct profit by hearing the Word, Heb.4.2. With- 
out faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, H:b.11.6. NUhat- 
 ſoever is not of faith is fin, b: they never ſo glorious 

performances Rom, 14.23. & 20.14. 

| Now you ſhall know whether you have faith, by 
this: Faith comes by hearing the Word preached, Rom. 
10.17. And the Spirits powerful working wich it, Fob. 
12.3,5,8% Faith purificth the heart, AtF,15.9. worketh 
by love, Gal.5.6. and ſanitifieth the whole man through- 
out, AcF.26.18. Faith is known by its works, Fam, 
[2.17,18,22, Faith and bolixeſs are as inſeparable as 


Faith believeth the #hrears of the Word, together with 
the promiſes ; and thereupon feareth ſen, as it fears hell; 
Apain, it the Im4ze of God by Faith be repaired in you, 
i _ 


dife and avotion, the ſwn and light, fire and heat. Again, + 


\ from error to trath, and in the Will from evil co good; YO 
and in the effeFions from loving evil, and hating good,' 
ta love good, and hate evil; inthe whole man from dark- 
meſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. Is 


1 ſhould have ſome way performed long fince, 
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you cannot but love them, that Isve God, 1 Foh 3.0: 

Beſides, this is2 ſure rule » Thar that perſwaſiow | 
only which fofows ſound humiliation, is Farth;, That *' 
which goes before.it, is Preſumptiow. And as Ambroſe 
ſpeaks; No man can repent of fi, but he that believes 
the pardon of fin; nor none can believe his fias are par- * 
doned, except he hath repented. Laſtly, how eaftea 
matter ſoever men think ic is ro be/teve; he thar goes 
about it, ſh2ll find it as harda work to believe the Goſo 
pel, as to keep the Law : And only God muſt enableto 
both, 
Now if upon tryal you evidently find that you areof 
Chriſts little flock, that you are regenerate, and thas | 
7 have this precious grace of Faith wrought in your | 

art, you may comfortably zflure your ſelt that you } 
ſhall be ſaved. Ocherwiſe the Deri/ and your own heart | 
do but delude you, in promiſing you rhe leaft benefic by } 
the blood of Chrift: Yea, it had been better for you, 1 
that there had been no Chriſt come into the world: 
For, even the mercy of God, ( which you have contem- 
ned ) and the means of grace,” and the offer of ſalvation, - 
fhall but inhance your damnation. Yea, Chrifs himſelf * 
that only Sammnr bonuw, who is a Savienr to all Be- * 
lievers, (hall be « juſt Rewenger to you, if you go ony 
and bid you Depart ye curſed into everlaiting fire, &c, | 
Mat.25.4T. | » 

i5 & And fo mach for the diſcharge of my cons! 
ſcience and duty , and to make a ſupply of that, which 


- Yetleſt I hould imitate thoſe, who kindle « fire aw- © 
der-green wood, and leave it fo ſoon as it 'begins ro © 
ame ; ( Forl take it for granted, that ſome of you; : 
WP . -" * wil 
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will fay to heart whe hath been ſaid ) I have ſent you p 
three Books { writ by an Imparcial Author, not a Party)lya 
which I hold exceeding proficable for you to peruſe. 
The one ſperking more home and full ro this matter, Þ'41 
The ſecond ſhewing how it comes to paſs, that ſo ma-{ mai 
ny arc deceived, who hope 10 be ſaved, The third ferting fa 
ont £o che life, rhe very thonghts, words, and atFtions || nc 
of all Natural men; Inſomuch that no glaſs can more 4 
live'y repreſent your faces, then ir does your hearts. | tt 
Therefore that you may not be diſappointed of yoar end, || 
by miſtaking your way; that you may become as true Pp 
| frienas to God, and the Minitry, as you have been bzt- || 41 
| ber enemies ; and fo have your part and portion wich | xx 
| them «t Gods right hand, where are pleaſures for ever- || 
F more: Be per{iwaded to read them, with as much ob- || 11 
7 ohpag and circumſpeiFiow, as you would do the || þ 
> evidences of your inheritance, Neither count it asa | 
| thing nd:fferent, that may either be done, or aiſpenſed | *1 
with; except you are indifferent whether you be ſaved | | 
| Or: damned. Yea, ſo minde what you read, asifir | 9 
' were an Ep3iZle writ from Heaven, and ſept ts each of you | * 
| [ in, particalar. Expect nor thar Cbrift Feſus himſelf | * 
'. from Heaves ſhould call to you ſeverally by name, as } \ 
ped to Sazl, and ſay, Ho Jſhmael! ſuchan one; or || : 
Ho Elimas | ſuch an one ; why deft thou perſecute me? | © 
I tm Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt, Ad. g9.4,5, Which 
| yet it heſffould, it wereno morein <ffeR chen he hath 
often done; nor would you be any more warned, or 
reclaimed by it. AS is evident by the example of Ha: 4 
- Fact, 2 King.8.12,13, &c. And by what Abrahars 
| told Dives, Luk 16 31. If you will zot believe Moſes * 
ard the Prophets, Chriff and his 4poſftles in his Words. 4 
meither | 


win _ di: © Mime #8. i DE TRY Tee " p "PIE 


+ and TE . CORES”) 
pon 
oF 


We... 


s =— 
£0 
. 
& 
"— 
= 
— * 6 
E > 
z& 


£ Wherefore. hearkew to Conſcience; 
r. 040d what concerns you, apply it not to others, as the 
:-{ Hoſt do. Donotlike a Ch:1d, thar beholding his own 
Wface'im 1 glaff ; thinks he [tes another Childs face, and 
not his own. Want of application makes a Means in- 
e | effeFual. Yea, there are very, few men that make not - 
: Zh hole Bible and all the Sermons they hear, yea the 
, | checks of their own Conſciences, and the motions of Gods 
e | ſpirit utterly ineffectual, for want of wit and graceto 
- | apply the ſame ro themſelves. Whereas it they | 
| | would rightly and ingenioufly apply bur cne text or 
- | two unto thar own ſoyls,as they can unto others, (be- 
Ing' better. able to. diſcern others moats, then their own 
beams ) they might be everlaſtingly b:ppy.. | * ? 
| - 26 &. Buticis now aj ## plague upon our fo. much. | 
| © Formality and Profareneſs, under our ſo wnch means of * 
| Grace, that becauſe we ( many of us ) have heard the * 
{ Ward, ind enjoyed the means for thirty, forty, . fiſty | 
; Fears together, .and are never the beiter, bring torthno 1 
| fruits thereof, "that Chrif# ſhould ſay unto ſuch, as he” 
6id ro the fraitleff Fig tree, Mar.11.12,13,14. ' Newer: | 
fruit grow on thee hence forward. And the truthis, it } 
you obſerve it, you ſhall very rarely hear of an old For- | 
mal:i#, or Proteflazt at large, that ever is converted, 
(bur young ones, as Miniſters can ſufficiciently inform .! 
you: ) Perhaps they may turn to be Aztinemians , } 
Rantars, Suakers, or the like, and 7mbrace Error ; but 
they torn not cothe Trwh., Orit io, it is « greater / 
miracle then was the creating of the whole world, For, 
 iwmaking tuctra ofie a New creatnre, muſt be a 7amber 


» 
A _ 4 <> 
« LI mow ”- 
gt 4 ”: 


C1 
& ry 


a; teas : "* ho we Wu , A $f 22 FI LIE” ow” G 
© y * ASD IFEEY, ” LD x - & 0 OR Lu "4 : La = m 
bf 4 _ Po. id Mets 4 MR TS » 4 = 2 ht - \- a4. . - Ac ” » . 
: "FN es > eters. I Roi Co oe rt te Be 2p SO OO ; 
A % - & : oy 48) x y > 34 4 "FF 5 . - * .. ” : # hc 6.2 ©: "I TS SR 
' þ Ca, 6g MIT ELIOT 
0] FreDAY, /þ DEF ih C Sees of 
, \ 3 ” Fd "»Y WT 
« : 
. x 


UE of miracles: A blind man is reFored to fie ht, 2 deaf ny ( K 
| to bearing, 2 man poſſe with many devils diſpoſſeſs; yeah 
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one not onely dead in fin but buried in the grave of long 
cuſtom, with « grave ſtone laid upon bim, raiſed fromſ- 
the dead , andinevery one, 4 Zone turned into fleſh, 
In all which God meets with nothing but oppoſorion 
which in the Creation he mer nor with. _—— 


Thus I have been large: But as Fohn could only bap-fj 
| tize with water, io T can but teach you with words; Andf -+ 
When God withholds his contemned-grace, Paylhim. | 
felfcannot move « ſoul. It the Holy Ghoſt ſhall ſer it 
# home co your hearts, that you may fo. weditate on 
| what hath been ſpoken, and fo praiſe what bath 
| been preſcribed; that Ged in Chriſt may be pacified, 
& your fins by frec grace pardoned, and your fouls eter- 
& nally ſaved: That while you are here, you may etijoy 
the peace of God which paſſeth all underflanding, Phil,q.7. 
* and when you depart hence, yournay arrive at the Ha- 
= win of all happineſs in Heaven, where is fulneſs of joy, 
|. and pleaſures for evermore ; Bleſſed and happy are ye, 


F Pſal.16-11. Whichis my prayer and hope, and ſhould 
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Againſt the worlds envy, ſcoffs and reproaches, 


Together with the Doves Innocency, andthe - 
Serpents Subuilcy, upon-Gen.3. 15» 7 
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Reverend Siv 3 - CHAP. 1. -:1-5.207, 
EFT Ome time fince 1 heard you upon 1 Co7.6.9,10, Be nat de | 7 


| ceived, neither Fornicators, nor Covetous, nor Diunhards, 
SOS 107 Revilets, nor 0 unrighteous perſon, ſhall ever inherit 


H hy the Kingdem of God, What change it hath wrought in me, _ 3 
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F they ſo envy to ſee themſelves caſheered, and ſo morta]ly hate noe, for thas . 2 

3 4will no longer continue miſerable, nor run » ith thin Ge as I have done) ta 

J- khefame exceſs of-riot, 1 Per.4.4. thar they make me weary of iny life, as the 
mebters of Heth did Rebechs, Gen.27.46. Yea am fo ſcoft ar-and ſcore 

both by Parents, Friends and Enemies, that it not only kinders me from 
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